

Retired Members Report from Annual Conference and Report from member get togethers

There have been two Retired Members get togethers this year, one held in St Ives and the other in Cambridge.

Unfortunately, the session held in St Ives was not well attended. However, there were nine of us, mainly from the county branch, at the Fitzwilliam Museum on 14 October. Amongst the issues we talked about were the ongoing situation in Gaza and the winter fuel allowance and who would actually receive it! We also talked about Silver Voices, a non-profit organisation that campaigns on behalf of older people and those who were already members encouraged others to join. They can be found at silver voices.co.uk 

Given the poor attendance at St Ives, we discussed whether we should try other places, and Ely was suggested. Whilst the bus service is quite poor there are regular trains from the main towns of Cambridge, March, Peterborough and Huntingdon. We will be organising future get togethers next year. If you’re unable to come along but have any issues you’d like to discuss or have suggestions as to where we could meet to encourage more of you to come along, please contact us via the branch office: unison@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 01223 699258 

Retired Members National Conference 
Phil Johnson and I attended the annual Retired Members Conference in Brighton in early October. One of the major disappointments was that there were no subtitles to follow the debate for those with hearing difficulties. This is being fed back to National.

There was a Panel discussion on pensioner poverty where delegates heard that 1.9 million pensioners in the UK now live in poverty.

Motions debated focused on dignity in retirement, affordable housing, quality social care, retaining the triple lock, and tackling loneliness and digital exclusion. Delegates criticised the Labour government’s scrapping of the winter fuel payment for most pensioners and its handling of the WASPI women’s campaign. 

It was acknowledged that there is a need for older people to become more proficient at using the internet and the Retired Members Committee is hoping to organise on-line training next year. We’ll be publicising this in due course.

Sheila Morley 
Retired Members Secretary 

